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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and otiers connected With aviation. 
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THE ONS-DAY PANAMA TO KELLY FIFLD FLIGHT 
By A.M. Jacobs 
Wright Field, Dayton,0O. 

Lieut. Westside T. Larson, Air Corps, recently reporved at the Materiel 
Division as one of the officers selected for the Navigation School Course, a 
little late for the opening, having been delayed by participation in a rather 
notable flight. With Lieut. Lawrence J. Carr as co-pilot, Lieut. Larson, on 
July lith, flew from France Field, Panama Canal Zone, to Kelly Field, San 
Antonio, Texas. Although attempts have been mace by others to accomplish this 
flicht in one day - it is a distance of 2030 miles - this is the first time it 
Was crowned with success. 

he two pilots left Kelly Field on June 25th in a standard A-3 (Curtiss 
Falcon equipped with a D-12 engine) with the double purpose of gaining cross- 
country experience and of trying out the practicability of delivering planes 
by ferry to certain of our southern foreign possessions. No extra gas tanks 
or other wnusual equipment were installed, the plane being used as taken from 
-the line for the ordinary flights of the field. 

Their first port of call was Muskogee, Oklahoma, then Washington, D.C. 
They spent June 27th in Washington, then took off for Langley Field, Va., 
Fayetteville, N.C.3; Brunswick, Ga.; Jacksonville and Miami, Fla., and Havana, 
Cuba, by way of Kev West, Fla. They spent three days in Havana inspecting Air 
Corps Fields and equipment and on July 2nd took off for Belize, British Hondur- 
as, accomplishing the 200-mile course over water without difficulty. On land- 
ing at Belize, however, they bogged on a new field into soft mud, bending the 
propeller. This necessitated a layover for the installation of a new propeller. 
On July 6th they proceeded to Managua, Nicaraugva; on July 7th to David, Panama 
and then to France Field. 

At France Field a new motor was installed, and on July llth they were 
ready for a gallant endeavor. Not much had becn said of their plans; no prep- 
aration for speedy refueling had been made; no work of their coming sent to 
the various fields, at which thoy would have to stop, in order that they might 
have the benefit of expert service and ready food, but in their hearts the two 
airmen knew when they gave the plane the gun at 3:20 A.M., Eastern Standard 
Time, that, if they could make it, they would be bunking in their own Kelly 
Field before another twenty-four hours had gono round the clock. For more than 
_ an hour they were baffled by the worst sort of weather, and they could only fly 
around the field hoping for a break in the clouds. Finally it came, and they 
crossed the Isthmus of Managua, where they gassed and snatched a bite to eat, 
leaving as soon as possible for Minatitlan, ~..: Mexico. Betweon Managua and 
Minatitlan they sttuck a strotch of very bad weather, the clouds being so dense 
that they seriously considered turning back. But they kept on and at Minatit- 
lan came into a small field which was almost doserted. Although the most 
courteous service was given them, once their presence was made known, veluable 
time was lost in further diplomatic attentions which, though appreciated and 
interesting, they would have preferred to escape. Having finally received the 
necessary fuel, however, they again took off, striking out for Brownsville, 
Texas. Here their needs were attended to pronto, and by 9:50 thoy were off 
for Kelly Field where they came down tired, but content, two hours later. 

In 21 hours and 20 mimtes elapsed time (19 hours and 45 minutes flying 
time), delays, storms, mountains and live volcanoes included, they had reached 
their goal, and it was good to be home again. To have proved that the Canal 
Zone lies but twenty hours distant from the United States for the standard plano 
of the service was not such a bad day's work Sed two flyers off on cross-country. 

The News Letter Correspondent from Kelly Field submitted the following 
report covering the round trip flight from that Field to Frauce Field, Panama, 
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of Lieuts. Larson and Carr, which involved a total distance of 6,441 miles: 

The flyers departed from Kelly Field at 12:10 P.M., Tuesday, June 25,1929, 
and landed at France Field, Panama Canal Zone, at 4:50 P.M., Sunday, July 7th. 

The return flight was made in 20 hours and 20 minutes. They left France 
Field at 3:30 A.M., Thursday, July llth, and arrived at Kelly Field at 11:50 
P.M. the same date. Only three stops were made - Managua, Nicaragua; Minatitlan 
Mexico and Brownsville, Texas. 

The diary of the flight is given below: 

Tuesday, June 25, 1929.(Kelly - Muskogee, Oklahoma, 483 miles.) Left Kelly 
at 12:10 P.M. Weather excellent, but with the first north wind in months. Ar- 
rived Muskogee 5:10 P.M. Stayed over night. 

Wednesday morning, June 26th. (Muskogee - Bolling, 1078 miles.) Left 
Muskogee, Okla., at 5:00 A.M. Passed over St. Louis at 8:15 A.M. and continued 
on to Wrizht Field, where we landed at noon, Eastern time. Had lunch, and left 
Wright at 2:00 P.M., arriving at Bolling Field, D.C., at 5:10 P.M. 

Thursday, June 27th, was spent procuring maps, all weather data we could 
get, and having our ship checked over at Bolling Field. 

Friday, June 28th. (Bolling - Redfern Field, Ga., 585 miles.) Weather was 
bad to the south but clear toward Langley. Received a clearance for Langley, 
and took off at 9:10 A.M. Weather was good, but had a thick layer of broken 
clouds at 1000 ft. Arrived Langley at 10:20 A.M. Oil pressure was lower than 
it had been, so we had it increased at Langley. Left Langley Field at 12:20 
P.M. and arrived Camp Bragg, N.C., at 2:25 P.M. Weather was reported poor to 
the south but was good at Camp Bragg, and seemed good as far south as we could 
see. Left Comp Bragg at 2:45 and about two hours later ran into bad weather. 
After dodging storms and rains we finally reached Sawannah, Ga., but at Bruns- 
Wich, Ga., it began to get dark and, not knowing whether or not the field at 
Jacksonville was lighted, we landed at Redfern Field, near Brunswick, at 7:45 
P.M., 60 miles north of Jacksonville. Staked and covered our plane and stayed 
at a Resort Hotel near the field. 

Saturday, June 29th. (Redfern Field, Ga. - Havana: 642 miles.) We left 
Redfern Field at 6:00 A.M. and arrived at Jacksonville at 6:35 A.M. The field 
was deserted. A milkman finally came along and we bought our breakfast from 
him. Finally got gasoline and service and left Jacksonville at 8:30 A.M., ar- 
riving at the Pan-American Field at Miami, Fia., at 11:¢0 A.M. Had lunch, ser- 
viced plane with gasolinc, and left Miami at 12:35 P.M. Weather was good, vis- 
ibility excellent. Flew down the coast to Key West and then headed toward 
Havana. The time intervening between our losing sight of Key West until we saw 
the island of Cuba was only 4 minutes. Flew over Morro Castle and then headed 
for Campo Columbia, where we landed at 2:55 P.M. Tried to learn all we could 
of Havana, and planned on leaving at 5:00 A.M. 

Tuesday, July cnd. (Havana - Belize,B.H., 623 miles.) In the meantime 
some curious onlooker had pulled the dump valve on the main tank, while the 
ship was in the hangar, but the valve stuck closed. Tuesday morning it vibrated 
open when the motor was started. We had to drain and remove the auxiliary tank, 
close the dump valve, and replace the auxiliary tank. We only lost about two 
gallons of gas out of the main tank and, after a delay of an hour and a quarter, 


left Havana at 6:15 A.M., headed for Pinar Del Rio, then La Fe, then the tip of 


the Island of Cuba, and then across the water for Cozumel Island off the coast 
of Yucatan. Weather good, scattered clouds about 2000 feet. Water jump took 
us 1 hour and 25 minutes. From Cozumel we headed down the coast to Belize, 
British Honduras, landing at the Pam-American Field at 12:30 P.M., Eastern Time. 
Had to gas out of five-gallon cans. Taxied dow to end of field and started 
turning around when left wheel sank into the ground until the léft wing rested 
on the ground and prevented it going further. Before the motor could be stop- 
ped the tips of the propeller struck the ground and bent them about three in 
ches out of line. Went into town and requested France Field to send up a prop 
on the next Pan-American plane. 

Prep arrived Friday, July Sth, was put on the ship the same day. Nothing 
of interest in Belize. Called on Governor and visited the only place of inter- 
ast in Belize - the jail. We were the first visitors they had since 1927. 

On the night of July 4th, Mr. Harvey, an American, had a turkey dinner to 
celebrate the Fourth. We ate our share of the turkey. 

July 6th. (Belize,B.H. - Managua, Nicaragua, 378 miles.) Left Belize at 
6:00 o!clock. Headed down the coast to Puerto Barrios and then across the val- 
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ley to the west of Tegucigalpa to Fonseca Bay, ‘then followed a line of volcaiwos 
about 15 miles inland to Managua, Nicaragua. Saw three active volcanoes. Two 
gave forth a steady stream of smoke. The third belched forth a great big black 
puff every 58 seconds. Landed at Managua at 11:45. Had lunch at the Marine 
Corps Mess and left at 1:00 P.M. Scattered clouds and rain storms all around. 
Weather began to get thick after an hour anda half. At the end of two hours 

we were right on the ground, came to a hole, climbed up through and headed 

back towards Managua, After 5 hours and 20 minutes: of fighting clouds and rainy 
landed at Managua and spent the night there. 

July 7th. (Managua, Nicaragua - France Field, C.Z., 552 miles.) Left 
Managua at 6:00 A.M. and arrived David at 10:30. Had lunch and left David at 
2:30 P M., landing at France Field at 4:50 P.M. 

July 8th. Inspection of motor disclosed crack about 8 inches long in 
crank case. Changed motors and had ship ready for test at 2:30 P.M.,July 9th. 

July 10th. Gave ship 8 hours! flying, had it inspected and checked and 
ready to go on the morning of. the llth. Wonderful cooperation, help and assiste 
ance was given to us by France Field. 

July llth. (France Field,C.Z.- Kelly Field, Texas,2100 miles.) Weather 
clear at France Field, but lightning and thunderstorms all around. Took off at 
3:30 A.M. and waited for storms to break. Climbed to 10,000 feet but coutd 
not get over them. At 4:30 A.M., storms cleared enough, s0 we decided to start 
for David. Flew above broken clouds.and rain. Daylight came at 6:10 and as 
weather cleared a little, landed at Managua at 8:50 Central Time (552 miles). 
The Marines gave us very Quick service, had breakfast ready for us and repair~ 
ed oil leak in hose connection, and we left Managua at 9:15, heading for Fon- 
seca Bay. Weather looked good over the muntains and decided to cross hump at 
this point and go up the east coast, hoping for better weather and favorable 
winds. Went up the Valley as far as Potherillos and then turned to Puerto 
Barrios. There we encountered low foggy clouds and what seemed to us to be a 
general storm. Climbed up through the clouds. At 6,000 feet it was cloar, 
with another layer of clouds above us at about 10,000 feet. A little to the 
right of our course we saw what we thought was sunlight between two storms. 

We headed that way and passed between the storms. The ground was obscured by 
clouds for about 2 hours. We finally hit the Gulf of Mexico about 40 miles 
east of Porto Mexico, turned west and landed at Minatitlan at 3:15 P.M. (691 
miles). Customs delayed us there. We were not allowed to put gasoline in our 
ship until it had becn 0.K.'d by the Customs. We finally got them out to the 
field and managed to get away from Minatitlan at 4:30 P:M., landing after dark, 
at 9:30 at Brownsville (614 miles). We took on 50 gallons of gas, had a sand- 
wich, and left at 9:50. Low clouds opposite George West forced us down to 400 
fect and we arrived at Kelly at 11:50 P.M., Thursday, July 11th.(243 miles.) 
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NAME FOR NEW SHREVEPORT AIR FIELD 


The Secretary of War has directed that the new flying field about to be 
established at Shreveport, Louisiana, which, in the near future, is to be the 
‘home of the Third Attack Group, Army Air Corps,.now stationed at Fort Crockett, 

‘Galveston, Texas, be named Barksdale Fiold, in honor of the late Lieutenant 
Eugene Hoy Barksdale who lost his lafe August 11, 1926, whéle flight-testing an 
Observation type airplane near Dayton, Ohio. Lieutenant Barksdale's name was 
selected from the names of three flying officers of the Regular Army who lost 
their lives in the service in line of duty, because of the outstanding service 
-he performed both during the Wat while in France and in this country in the 
years which followed. 

Lieutenant Barksdale was born in Mississippi on November 5, 1895, and 
graduated from the Mississippi A. &M. College. Shortly after the outbreak of 
the Jor he enlisted in the military service and joined a training camp. Trans- 
ferred to the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, on July 15, 1917, he was sent to 
the School of Military Aeronautics, Austin, Texas, for ground school instruc- 
tion. Shortly following his graduation from this school he was sent to duty 
overseas. He received his flying and machine gyn training in England, and 
While serving with the British Air Force on the front he received official cred- 
it for the destruction of three enemy aircraft. In addition, he participated 
in the destruction of five other onemy aircraft. He served with the 25th U.S. 
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Aero Squadron from October 15, 1918, until his return to the United Stated in 
February, 1919. Until October, 1923, he served at Mitchel Field, New York, and 
thereafter until his death at McCook Field »Dayton, Ohio, where he was on duty as 
test pilot. 

Lieutenant Barksdale was a second degree member of the Caterpillar Club, 
by virtue of the fact that on two occasions, while flight-testing new types of 
airplanes, he was forced to jump with his parachute in order to save his life, 
The work of a test pilot is to determine the various strains and stresses a 


plane is capable of withstanding in different attitudes of flight. The planes 


he piloted on those two flights were not strong enough structurally to meet 
the test requirements and failure in the air resulted. 

Lieutenant Barksdale met his death while flight-testing an Observation 
plane to determine its spinning characteristics. After purposely placing the 
plane in a spin, all the skill he no doubt exerted to bring the plane back to 
normal flight proved without avail and he finally attempted to jump out with 
his parachute. Through some mischance, however, the parachute was “caught in 
‘some part of the plane and he was unable to free himself in time, or perhaps 
the centrifugal force of the fast spinning plane impeded his progress. 

The new home of the Third Attack Group at Shreveport, Louisiana, comprises 
over 3,000 acres, with a laniing area exclusive of that portion of the field 
to be devoted to buildings, of three miles in the direction of the prevailing 
‘wind and over 14 miles perpendicular thereto in front of the hangar line, with 
over a mile on either end of this line available for landings. The airdrome 
site is on a paved highway four miles from the center of the business district 
of Shreveport. 
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STRENUOUS TRAINING SESSION FOR RESERVES AT SELFRIDGE FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


July 6th, 7th and 8th saw tho arrival of about 65 Reserve Officers, rang- 
ing in rank from a Major down to a brand new ninety-day wonder shave-tail. Af- 
ter many weary hours of asking for this order and that, the ones responsible fc: 
checking the officers in and assigning them ‘quarters finally got all the old 
timers located and settled down. 

Then the old time bunk flying began. The many battles of the war were 
fought anew, and were Germany to have had in her grand Army the number of ships 
trought down in this desperate struggle on the G.I. bunks, Anthony G. Fokker, 
Would still be building his famous D.7 to replenish the notorious Red Knight's 
Circus with new ships. 

After the Reserves had gotten their 609's and each man placed in his sec- 
tion according to his rating, there burst on the air the ear splitting roar of 
twenty-one powerful P.T.'s. 

Sitting in the front seats of the aforesaid P. T.'s were some of our boys, 
who gritted their teeth and with a powerful jam of the gun were away with their 
students, saying, "Now I: will get my nonenae for the many weary hours of bawl- 
ing out I was subjected to at Brooks ." But, strange as it may seem, there were 
no washouts. 

“hirty-nine pilots were soloed and’ there were seven observers for training, 
the others being men with no, pilot's re who were given the regular two weeks! 
ground course. 

Towards the joiiubaaton of the: camp, the men partiaipated in tear nid 
and formation flying. 

Under the able diréction of the orth Pursuit Squadron, the camp was a grea, 
success. More flying time was put in than in any other camp, about ten hours p# 
man. There was only one crack-up,. but this was practically unavoidable. 

The biggest job in the camp was the operations, and-this position was noth 
filled and’handled by none other than the wy with the almost visible mustactre, 
Lieut. Hoyt Prindle of thé 27th Pursuit Squadron. 

The 94th Squadron has charge of the new camp begiuntiie Monday, July 2l1si, 
and ip and feel doubly positive that this squadron. vs be even more suc~ 
cess 

The 17th Squatizon is at Oscoda trying to break the: reeset made by the 94t2 
in gunnery, but we:feel sure that this can not be done, since they have no "hot 
shots" such as Magne. Al. Crawford ‘and Didc Cobb on their firing line, 
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Airport dedications are being made. frequently..and with great success, both 
from the point of view of airport officials and that of pilots participating. 
Six ships left July 16th for Williamsport, Penna. 
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GRADUATION OF STUDENTS FRQM MARCH FIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL 


The. class which started training November lst, 1928, completed the 8 months’ 


course of instruction, and were graduated June 27, 1929. A total of 110 stu- 


dents originally, composed the class; 4 were held over from the previous class 
for further instruction, making a grand total of 114 students starting training. 


_ Rive. were eliminated prior to starting flying training, due to physical dis- 
. Qualification, -leaving a total of 109 students to receive flying instruction. 
Of this number 57 graduated. 


B The. graduating exercises were held on the morning of June 27th. The ex- 
ercises were aperied. with on. ecrias review in which all students of the graduat-— 


. ing class participated, flying formations in DH's and O2K's. Immediately fol- 


lowing ‘the flying review, the presentation of diplomas was held in one of the 
new hangars decorated for the occasion. 

Of the 133 students who repor ted for the July lst, 1929, class, 67 are col- 
lege graduates. 

Due to the hot weather, the school, is now running on a half-day schedule; 
flying training being scheduled from 7:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. and Ground School 
from 11:45 until 12:30 P.M. This gives the personnel of the command time to 
indulge in golf, swimming, etc. 
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NEW OFFICERS' CLUB AT MARCH FIELD 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., can now boast of one of the finest Officers 
Clubs in the service. The Club, which is in the Bachelor Officers' Building, 
was recently decorated by a Los Angeles firm highly experienced in the art of 
interior decorating. It is expected that a woll arranged officers! mess will 
start functioning on August lst. 
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REPORT ON THE BRIDGEPORT, CONN. AIRPORT 


end Lieut. Leo W. Desrosiers, Air Corps, a member of the Third Attack Group, 
Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, who recently made an extended cross-country 
flight to Bolling Field, D.C., via Boston, Mass.; Mitchel Field, N.Y., and Lang- 
ley Field, Va., and return via Uniontown, Pa.; Dayton, Ohio; Chanute Field, I11.; 
Scott Field, Ill1.; Little Rock, Ark.; and Shreveport, La., made the following 
special report on the Bridgeport, Com.,Airport: 
' . "This Airport is located at the mouth of the Housatonic River within three 
miles of the center of Bridgeport, Conn. The site consists of about 275 acres 
on the Lordship Meadows, and is reached by two improved roads leading from the 
Boston Post Road. A seaplane canal has been dug from the Housatonic River, 
the fill from the canal being used for constructing the runways on the main 
flying field. These runways, seven in number, have been surfaced with road 
oil and are in exellent condition. Each runway is amply wide enough for a 
three-ship take-off. The present sheltering and servicing accommodations would 
be sufficient for a full squadron. The field is completely re for night 
flying and a revolving beacon is operated at all times." 

~--~000--= 


BUSY MONTH FOR CRISSY FIELD 


The following activities were indulged in by the Air Corps personnel stae. . 
tioned at Crissy Field,Presidio of San Francisco,Calif.,during the month of June: 
Training in formation flying, June lst, 7th and 25th. 
Training in gunnery and bombing, June lst,4th, 5th, 6th, 7th,l0th and 13th. 
iden Flying missions in cooperation with the 80th Infantry, June 4th, 6th,1llth and 
Flying mission in cooperation with the 6th Coast Artillery, June 10th. 
Flying missions in cooperation with the U.S. egy. June 14th. 
Conducting R.O.T.C. trainin 7 June 15th to June 30th. 
Weather oo were good, save for a seven-day fog which shortened the 
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ACTIVITIES AT FRANCE FIELD, PANAMA 


During the month of June the 7th Observation Squadron at France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone, accumulated a total flying time of 245 hours and .55: ‘minutes: 
the 24th Pursuit Squadron, 204 hours and 45 minutes and the. 25th Bombardment 
Squadron, 62 hours and 5 minutes. 

The following ground subjects were carried on during the month by the 7th 
_ Observation Squadron: Pistol practice was completed; selected enlisted men: were 
“given instruction in radio, armament, airplané and engine mechanics$ one-hour 
each week was devoted to Infantry close-order drill for all members; all offi- 
cers of the Squadron were trained in radio communications and in adjustment 
with Coast Artillery with special reference to location of long range targets. 

In the 24th Pursuit Squadron selected enlisted men were instructed in air- 
é¢raft maintenance and inspection and armament maintenance and inspection. Rc- 
cruits were instructed in general airplane maintenance. A noncommissioned offie 
cers! school was conducted... 

_ Ground subjects in which training was given members of the 25th. Bombardmen: 
Squadron were armament and maintenance’ and airplane and engine mechanics. A 
session was devoted to' Infantry drill for officers and enlisted men. a 

The 63rd ‘Service Squadron, charged with the: operation of Headquarters 
Flight, assisted the Detachment. Panama Air Depot in the operation of the Assem- 
bly and Repair. Hangar. and Depot Shops. 

' The 12th Photo Section made a mosaic of the apres River bombing range, 
and miscellaneous obliques, including photographic report of progress on the 
Albrook Field project. Training of personnel in all departments of the photo- 
graphic laboratory was carried out, also casein in.aerial and ground 
photography. 

The Panama Air Depot overhauled: three airplanes and three engines, in addis 
tion to carrying on instruction in airplane and engine mechanics, while the 
Parachute Department handled a total of 139 parachutes, of which number 77 were 
folded and inspected. Repairs or replacements were: made on the remainder. 
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NEW CLASS STARTS TRAINING AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


. The fifth class of students, under Plan "B" of the Five-Year Program, 
started instruction at the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field,: Texas, on:-July 
8th. It consists of- 72 flying cadets, 1 non-commissionéd officer, and ‘50 offi- 
cers with the rank of Second Lieutenant, Regular _. graduates of ‘the June, 
1928, class from West Point. 

Among the 72 flying cadets of the class, there are 35 college graduates. 
Fifty-eight students have signified their intention to apply for extended activa 
duty, ‘and 62 indicated a desire to submit applications for openiation for a 
commission in the Regular Army. 

The 123 students of the July class were assigned to the following sections 
for training: 


‘ 


Sections Officers Cadets NCO Fs Total 








Attack ae t1 1 18° 
Bombardment 4 . 4140 0: 18 | 
Observation 19 oF :- 0 36 
Pursuit ee Bee _0 _51 
50 72 1 123 


A number of changes have taken place in the assignment of instructors for 
the new class. The following officers were assigned as indicated: 
Attack Section: 
lst Lieut. Emil C. Kiel, (Senioxs Instructor) 
lst Lieut. Lawrence: J. Carr, (Ass't Senior. Instructor) 
end Lieut. Turner A. Sims, Jr., 
end Liewt. Hansford W. Pennington, 
Bombardment Section: saad 
1st Lieut. John W. Monahan, (Senior Instructor) 
lst Lieut. Ralph A. Snavely, (Ass't. Senior Instryctor), 
end Lieut, Henry R. Baxter 
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Observation Sections 

Capt. Truss. Gravely, (Senior Instructor) ‘ 
lst Lieut. Howard K. Ramey, (Ass't. ation Instructor) 
lst Lieut. Harold A. Moore, - a, 

lst Lieut. James A. Mollison, 

lst Lieut. William W. Welsh, 

lst Lieut. Clarence P. Talbat, 

end Lieut. Otto P. Weyland, 

end Lieut. William D. Old, 

, ond Lieut. James W. Andrew. 
Pursuit Sections. 

Ist Lieut. John XK. Cannon, (Senior Instructor) 

lst Lieut. Dale V. Gaffney, (Ass't, Senior:Instructor) 

lst Lieut. Louis C. Mallory, 

‘lst Lieut. John S. Griffith, 

' 2nd.Lieut. Iuther S. Smith, 

2nd Lieut. Demas T. Craw, 

2nd Lieut. Shelton FE. Prudhomme, 

end Lieut. Y.H. Taylor, 

end Lieut. Russell Keillor, .- 

end Lieut. F.H. Robinson, 

end Lieut. F.G. Irwin. “! Me 
Capt. T.M. Jervey, Instructor- i. ‘Bombs and Explosives, Bomb Sights and 

Racks. Captain perry: ena Instructor in Signal Conmunications. 
---006+-— 








FORCED LANDING TERMINATES CAPTAIN HOYT'S ALASKAN FLIGHT 


Captain Ross G. Hoyt, of the Army Air Corps, whose flight from New York 
to Nome and return came to an unscheduled ..:°.:end, when water in the fuel tanks 
stopped his motor and forced him to land at :.Valemount, British Columbia, return- 
ed to Washington to report in person to Assistant Secretary of War F. Trubee 
Davison, in charge of Army Aviation, and wareeneed General William E. Gillmore, 
acting Chief of the Air Corns. 

In the report he is now preparing, Sasnoe Hoyt tells a. dramatic story of 
his flight from the time he left New York on the afternoon of July 18th until 
his ship nosed over in a small clearing in the heart of the Canadian Rockies at 
sunset on Sunday, July 2lst, just as he had completed 6,000 miles of his :8,460 
mile itinerary.. 

"Immediately after Ge: etaeion of the plane by Mrs. F. Trubee Sethen, 
I climbed into the cockpit, : gave the motor a brief test and took off easily 
With a full fuel load-of 260 gallons, the ship weighing at the moment of take- 
off anproximetéely two and a quarter tons," states Captain Hoyt. "Shortly after 
leaving New York for Minneapolis ~ my first stop - I encountered intense thunder- 
storms with accompanying rains anda high southwest wind blowing directly across 
my 1000 mile course. These storms grew in intensity as I proceeded westward 
over New York State and reached their peak over Lake Erie and Lake Michigan. 

The air was so rough that I had trouble in holding the ship on an accurate com- 
pass course. Also, low clouds and heavy rain made it impossible for me to see 
either shore while crossing the lakes. It was not until I passed over Manitowoc. 
Wisc., that I was sure I was on my course, Here the clouds began to lift and 
Soon I flew in brilliant sunshine. From then on, until I reached Minneapolis 

at dusk, I had clear sailing. I left Minneapolis shortly after dark and headed 
for Edmonton, 1,100 miles away. yy 

"The moon shone brightly as I circled the Minneapolis field but I —s cov- 
ered less than 100 miles before clouds again began to obscure my course while 
lightning to the north and south told me it was hopeless to attempt to circle 
the storm. I had no alternative other than to go through it, which I did for 
the next two hours, flying at an altitude of from 3,000 to 2,500 feet, navigat~ 
ing entirely by instruments and unable to see anything below me even when the 
darkness was temporarily rent by flashes of lightning. 

"After two hours of this I came out into, clear moonlight and sometime 
thereafter I saw the glow of the lights of a large city appear on the horizon. 
In a few minutes I was over what I hoped to be Regina, Saskatchewan. This hope 
was. eueinitied confirmed when I identified, Moosejaw, another large city, slight- 
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ly to the south of Regina. I was on my course with 500 miles to gp From 
Regina to Edmonton there were no landmarks which could be checked on. at night. 
Although morning twilight begins in that region about 2 o'clock, the fact that 
I was traveling almost due northwest and away from the dam, made darkness fol- 
low me until within 20 miles of Edmonton where I landed at 3:45 A.M. Edmonton 
time. 

"T spent about an hour at Emonton where I had breakfast while the ship was 
being refuelled. As soon as the plane was ready, I took off for White Horse, 
Yukon - another 1,100 mile trek. There was a strong west wind which grew to a 
40 mile gale as I climbed to 7,000 feet in order to clear the Canadian Rockies, 
I had ten hours of gas in the tanks when I left, but the hard head wind reduced 
my speed to such an extent that upon, reaching Hazelton, slightly more than half 
way between Edmonton and White Horse, I found that I did not have enough gas to 
reach my destination. I could not Zo on and had to find a suitable landing 
place which I did at Vanderhoof, British Columbia, where I put the ship down in 
a small, ploughed field about 3 miles north of the village. Due to time wasted 
in getting fuel, there wes not enough daylight left for me to continue cn to 
White Horse where there are no facilities for night landing. I therefore decic- 
ed to remain at Vanderhoof until dawn, Saturday. I took off at 3:00 A.M. and 
reached Whité Horse after four and a half hours of extremely difficult flying. 
The peaks of the mountains were obscured in clouds and I had to pick my way 
along valleys and streams. Luckily, there was no wind to bother me. Following 
nearly three hours of valley chasing, having zig-zagged up.one valley and dom 
another, I came out at Atlin Lake: directly on my course, but somewhat the worse 
for wear, as flying at 150 miles.an hour along winding tottoms of valleys hem- 
med in by rugged mountains is not conductive to restful meditation. 

"From Laxe Atlin on, the weather cleared somewhat and I had easy flying © 
into White Horse where I landed, took on gas and left for Fairbanks. Here I 
refuelled, hopped off for Nome, and once again I had low clauds and mist as 
traveling companions. I reached Nome at 6:10 P.M. having covered the 1,500 
miles from Vanderhoof in 12 hours.- I’ remained in Nome.one hour and then re- 
turned to Fairbanks, getting there at 11:00 P.M. - still. broad daylight. After 
‘five hours of rest, I left for White Horse where I arrived at 8:40 A.M., refuel- 
ed and set out for Edmonton. I was within 200 miles of that city with the worst 
part of my journey behind me when the qrouble: which eventually forced me to lan¢ 
began to develop. 

"About half way between Prince George and’ Sasze er, just as I was evisethe” 
to gain altitude to clear the last mountain range before reaching the open 
prairie country, my engine suddenly sputtered and backfired much as though my 
altitude adjustment was set too lean. I. immediately changed the ddjustment and 
glanced at my gas-pressure gauge which indicated normal pressure. The motor, 
however, continued to falter and at times: would stop firing: completely, ‘my for- 
ward speed keeping the propeller churning. Then, again, it would pick up and 
for. a few moments it would function smoothly. Meanwhile I kept losing altitude, 
I saw the handwriting on the wall and realized that unless a miracle happened 
the flight was over. For that reason my anxiety was divided between the dying 
motor and the utter absence of a Space big enough to land a plane on in that. 
rocky and desolate region. 

"I had unbuckled my safety belt and was ready to jump, much as I hated to 
leave my ship, but I saw no other way out. As I stood up in the cockpit: of the 
plane I obtained a better view of the ground directly beneath me and spotted 
a small:clearing which I judged was big enough to land the plane on providing 
the ground was reasonably smooth. With fresh hope I got back in my seat, buck- 
led.my safety belt and circled down toward the élearing for landing. I landed 
and rolled a very few feet when my right wheel struck a mound throwing my left 
lower, wing into the ground. 

_ "Alsost simultaneously the left wheel struck a similar mound, throwing the 
right wing to the ground. Then both wheels sank into a deep hollow, the plane 
nosed over and I found myself hanging upside down, held in place by my safety 
belt. Gasoline was pouring out of the now inverted tanks, but fortunately I had 
cut the switches the mihute I began to nose over so there was little risk of ‘1° 
fire. I released my safety belt,landed on my head and scrambled .from under. 

' “Although the flight was not entirely completed, I feel the feasibility cr 
long-range Pursuit has been demonstrated and that it is entirely practicable to 
establish aerial connection from anywhere in the United States with Alaskan ter~ 
ritory. The Curtiss "Hawk" Pursuit plane, “equipped with a Curtiss Conquero- 
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motor, used in the flight performed to perfection... I ascribe the failure to 
neach my goal as due to condensation of water from the air within the tanks dur- 
ing flight. I had flowm for several hours through rain and clouds and had been 
compelled to change altitude innumerable times with resultant changes in temper- 
ature tending to create conditions apt to cause condensation. I certainly did 
not use inferior gas as extensive nains were taken at-cach stop to give me the 


~==Q0o-—~ 
FOUR AIR CORPS OFFICERS AWARDED DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 


Upon the recommendation of a Board of Officers, recently convened by the 


_War-Denvartment, to consider the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross to Air 


Corps officers for outstanding feats performed by them, Capt. Lowell H. Smith, 


-lst Lieuts. J. Paul Richter, James H. Doolittle and Harry A. Sutton will receive 


the mich coveted decoration. 

Capt. Smith, well known as the leader of the Army Around-the-World Flight, 
and Lieut. Richter, were the pioneers in mid-air refueling flights. On August 
27-28, 1923, at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., they took off in a DH-4B air- 
plane, equipped with a Liberty 400 H.P. engine, and remained in the air for 37 
hours, 10 minutes and 14,88 seconds. At certain intervals their airplane was 
refueled by means. of a fléxible hose connected to an airplane flying directly 
above them. In addition to this duration record, they established a world's 
record for distance (3,293.26" miles) and six other world's records for speed 
covering 2,500, 3,000, 3,500, 4,000, 4,500 and 5,000 kilometers. Their average 
speed during this refueling duration flight was approximately 88 miles per hour. 
All of these eight world's records were given official recognition by the Feder- 
ation Aeronautique Internationale, the world's aviation governing body. The 
success attending this first attempt to refuel an airplane during flight paved 
the way for the successful duration flight of the "Question Mark" last January. 

Lieut. Doolittle's flying achievements have been many, but the one for 
Which he was recommended the award of the Distinguished Flying Cross is his 
flight across the American continent on September 5, 1922. Taking off from 
Jacksonville, Fla., at 8:20 4.M., he set the wheels of his plane down at Rock- 
well Field 22 hours and 35 minutes later. His one intermediate stop was at 
Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, where his plane was refueled. An hour and a 
Quarter later he: wos on his way again. His actual flying time for the trans- 
Continental journey was 21 hours and 20 minutes, and he achieved the distinc- 
tion of being the first aviator to cross the American continent with an elapsed 
time of 24 hours. 

In addition to the. Distinguished Flying Cross, Lieut. Doolittle was recom 
mended for the award of an Oak Leaf Cluster to accompany it as a reward for his 
valuable research work in connection with flying. 

In the science of acrobatics, the loads imposed upon an airplane structure 
in flight and during acrobatic maneuvers had: generally been assumed, no one 
having gone beyond a certain conservative point in actually determining the 
dynamic loads in practical test. At the time he conducted Shis flight researeh 
Work, Lieut. Doolittle was Chief of the Flight Research Branch of the Flight 
Section, Engineering Division, McCook Field, Deyton, Ohio. He equipped his 
plane with a device known as an accelerometer, which graphically registers the 
dynamic load imposed upon an airplane during flight. He then flew this airplane 
through maneuvers of the most violent nature that have ever been performed. 
Triple and quadruple rolls, spins, loops and inverted flight were carried out 
to such an extent by him that he was enabled to make calculations based upon 
actual performance rather than on mere assumption. It was during the course cf 
this test flying that he conceived and later performed the outside loop, a man- 


-@uver which had never before been performed successfully. After reaching test 


Conditions which no one had ever registered before, he was finally ordered to 


\make further calculations on the flights which he had already made and not carry 


on his flight testing to the extent he had originaliy planned, it being feared 
that his ambition might carry him to such a point that he would be in grave per- 
il of losing his life. 

Lieut. Sutton was considered as fully deserving of the award of the Dis- 
tinguished Flying Cross for his airplane spinning tests. In August, 1926, Lieut. 
Eugene H. Barksdale, who was Chief of the Flight Test Branch at McCook Field, 

Was killed while flight-testing an Observation plane, which he had purposely 
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placed in a spin and which he apnarently had been unable to bring back to normal 
flight. Lieut. Sutton was an intimate friend of Lieut. Barksdale, and upon the 
latter's death he made a firm resolution to solve the problem of spinning. . 
Volunteering to continue the spinning tests where Lieut. Barksdale had left off, 
he began by first making laboratory calculations and then constructed a device 
which if successful, he expected would enable him to bring an airplane out of a 
spin. After several weeks of research work in the laboratory, Lieut. Sutton was 
ready to begin his work in the air. He installed the device in his airplane and 
subjected it to a practical test. In his first flights the airplane spun as 
much as thirty times before he was able to bring it to normal flight again. Al. 
though the spinning appeared to be hopelessly beyond his control, instead of 
deserting his plane and taking to his parachute he remained with it, took his 
readings, and afterwards made his calculations. After several weeks of this 
practical flight research work, under most hazardous conditions, he finally ar- 
rived at the conclusion that the only solution of the problem was to redesign 
the airplane. This was subsequently accomplished and the spinning tendency of 
the airplane was eliminated. 

Air Corps officers connected with the Engineering Division characterized 
Lieut. Sutton's achievements as the finest demonstration of brains, courage and 
daring which had been brought to their attention in many a year. 

---000--- 


REORGANIZED FIRST BALLOON COMPANY REACHES ITS NEW STATION 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


The First Balloon Compamy reached its new station at Post Field, Ft. Sill, 
Okla., in spite of all the advice given by its friends the last few minutes 
before departure. While no band was available to instill the leave-taking with 
that thrill which runs up and down your spine when a snappy military march is 
being played, there were so many "bon voyages" and "good lucks" being called 
back and forth that a band could have scarcely been heard. And the din and 
hullaballoo continued long after the train was out of sight. In fact, the 
writer, who didn't leave until the next day, heard several variations of it 
from all parts of the Post, witil his departure. While I had deep regrets for 
leaving the place that had been my happy home for so long, I, too, then picked 
up my dog, whistled for the baby and joined my family in the long trek westward, 

The trip by train was umeventful and quite regular with the exception of 
Lieut. Tarro, the acting quartermaster conductor, who neglected to "call off" 
some of the stations and mispronouncéd, others. Capt. Creighton and Sgt. White 
also had some trouble keeping the boys "off the rods and the blinds" and making 
them ride the cushions. 

The band missed at Scott Field was much in evidence at Post Field when 
the new arrivals came into the siding, and it was with a fine spirit of fellow- 
ship in the Air Corps that the entire company was welcomed, fed and cared for 
by the Eighty-eighth Squadron. Every accommodation was offered for the Compar ' 
convenience and comfort by the Commanding Officer of Fort Sill and the Command- 
ing Officer of Air Corps Troops, and it wasn't long before the foot-weary sol- 
diers of the First Balloon Company were soundly resting from the fatiguing tri:, 

The First Balloon Company is new in name only. On the 15th Day of Decemun 
1917, at Fort Omaha, Nebraska, the twelfth Balloon Company was organized. It 
arrived in France on July 14, 1918, and was sent to La Courtine for further 
training. 

The company was ordered to the front on September 1,1918, and remained 
there until the Armistice was signed, participating in the St.Mihiel and the 
Argonne drifes. Two balloons were lost by the Company while at the front. Tis 
first one broke away with two observers and landed in Germany, where the obser+ 
vers were captured and held prisoners.for the duration of the war. The secon: 
one was destroyed by shell-fire while being maneuvered to a place of safety. 
The Company received one citation and was mentioned in Orders for good work 
performed in caring for the wounded. : 

The Company returned to the U.S. in Marchj1919. In St.Louis, while on 4 
War Exhibit Tour, the Company operated the first balloon to be flowm in honor 
of the President of the United States, when one was flowm over a parade, for 

President Wilson. 


In January, 1922, the Twelfth Balloon Company was changed to the Twelfth — 


' Airship Company, which operated at Scott Field. On May 17, 1929, the Twelfth 
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Airship Company became the First Balloon Company and was orenanees for duty 


«with the Field Artillery School, at Fort Sill. 


During “these chanzes the company retained at all times’ many of its older 
non=comiiissioned officers, who have never allowed the high standerds earned by 
the company during active hostilitics to falter, and it is the hope of the en- 
tire personnel of the organization that our work with the Field Artillery Séhool 
will be such as to prove that we are still ew of the commendation given 


- this company in the following letter: 


BALLOON GROUP 
FIFTH ARMY CORPS, A:E.F. 
A.P.O. 769 
Group Special Order 7 19 October 1918 
Number — 26 
1. The entire Balloon Service honors the maneuvering squad of the 12th 
Balloon Company. The devotion to duty shown by the men who composed this squad 


-on October I, 1918, was such as to set a glowing example to all other Balloon 
of Vompanies, in the American Expeditionary Forces. 


‘gf. Despite the fact that shells were fa alling on all sides of the balloon, 
two: so close as to tear holes in the fabric, no man left the ropes nor faltered, 
well knowing that death was liable to come to them at any moment. The safety 
of the balloon was their first thought, their personal safety second. Thoy 
have shown the spirit and loyalty which is expected’of true soldicrs. 

3. This order is to be read to all Balloon. orgmizations in the Balloon 
Group, Fifth Army Corps, at the first formation after its receipt. 
wn order of MAJOR JOUSTT: 
-(Sgd). DARLTON C. JONES, 
lst Licut.,A.S.U.S.A. 
Adjutant. | ' 
It will be always an earnest wish of every member of .the organization to 
keep it always the "First" Balloon Company. 
~--000---" 


WORLD'S LARGEST AFRIAL CAMERA TESTED 


The United States Army Air Corps at Wright Field, Dayton,Ohio, just com- 


pleted tests on the world's largest aerial camera, known as the K-7A. This 
camera, developed to obtain large ground details from high altitudes, weighs 


‘130 pounds. ‘The picture it takes measures 9 by 18 inches. It carries a roll 
of film 150 feet long and 94 inches wide. Its operation is fully automatic, 
and: it possesses an eutomatic registering device by which the elevation of the 
plane, the time, date and tho number of the negative are noted on the film. 
This camera isiolectrically heated so that it will function at the below-zero 
temperatures of the highest altitudes to which the camera is taken. The first 


- photograph with the new camera was taken by G. A. _— piloted by Lieut. J.F. 


Phillips, at an altitude of 18,300: feet. 
-+-000--= 


FIRST acne ‘COLORED MOVIES TAKEN " 


The first successful codeued mation pictures taken from the air resulted 
after considerable testing when Capt. Albert W. Stevens, piloted by Lieut. John 
D. Corkille, recently took a moving picture camera aloft and came down with 
photographs which,, upon development, proved to be’clear and in full'color. 

Capt. Stevens explained that the difficulties encountered at first were 
overcome principally by experimentation with the proper use of filters. 
Materials and apparatus were furnished by the enna eaiumnel engi 

see ae iaberailkii’ : 


aes fie | puma RECORDS Do Nor ENDURE VERY LONG 


‘So: ‘ter the \ case “of human enduresios versus: eniianibeal wadianantin in a re~ 
fueling duration: flight is an unsettled issue. ° Messrs. Dale Jackson ‘and Forest 
O'Brine, holders: of the world's. air endurance, record,..travoled around the world 
over St. Louis, Mo., .starting on July 13th and coming back to earth July 30th, 
or 174 days later, thereby chalking up the astounding duration record’ ‘Of 420 
hours, 21 minutes and 30 seconde and brewing the previous record by more than 
seven daxs. é 
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This notable record reflects the highest credit.on the plane used, the 
Curtiss "Robin" the new Challenger engine with which it was powered, the wonder~ 
ful piloting skill of the two human dynamos,.:as the press termed the pilots: 
the men who handled the refueling plane, Major C.Roy Wassall, of the Mtssouri 
. National Guard Air Service, and Mr. P.vV. Chaffee; and others directly connected 
with the flight. 

It was not the physical exhaustion of the pilots nor the malfunctioning 
of the airplane or the engine which influenced their decision to return to 
terra firma. Messrs. Jackson and O' Brine made the following statement to the 
Press: 

"One thing occurred to change our plans of outlasting the engine and plane, 
Our friend, George Lea Lambert, so we heard by message, was killed in a most 
unfortunate accident. We could not stay up in the air much longer after this; 
we must land to. pay our respects to his family." 

Major Wm. Robertson, President of the dateten die vtanen Airplane Mfg. Co. 
of St. Louis, who sponsored the flight, talking over the radio in a nation-wide 
hook-up on the night of the landing of the plane, stated that he had requested 
the airmen to land on the score of safety, as his long aeronautical experience 
convinced him that the motor could not withstand very much longer the unprec- 
edented pace it was setting. 

The physicians in attendance upon the flyers, who subjected them to a 
thorough physical examination both before the flight and immediately following 
the conclusion thereof, remarked over the radio that he had never in his ex+ 
perience encountered such wonderful specimens of physical manhood, and that 
they were in excellent condition despite their long grind in the air. In fact, 
one of theflyers gained several. pounds in weight. 

The engine with which the "Robin" was powered was named "Challenger" be- 
cause being a radial type with six cyZinders, it was a challenge to the conven~ 
tional type of air-cooled engines having an odd number of cylinders. Where 
most air-cooled radial engines have an uneven number, the "Challenger" has two 
sets of three cylinders on a double-throw crankshaft. It was stated theti-one - 
of the:scicntific reasons for this duration flight was to test out the theory’ 
of design behind this engine. The performance of this engine speaks for itself. 
The aeronaitical engineer who carefully insvected the engine after the flight 
Stated over the radio that this ‘power plant showed no appreciable wear and that 
it could have carried on for many more hours. 

Aviators have been setting time records since the first days of flying. 
In 1906, Santos Dumont flew for 21 seconds in France. Two years later, in 
France, Herri Farman stretched that record.to 3 minutes and 39 seconds. Later 
that year, the late Wilbur Wright, also flying in France, became the first avi: : 
tor to measure his flight by hours, remaining in the air for 2 hours, 20 minut: ' 
and 23 seconds. 

In 1912, Fourny, in France, flew 13 hours, 17 mimutes and 57 seconds. 

In 1920, Boussoutrot and Bernard, French aviators, became the first human 
beings to fly more than a day without touching the ground, staying aloft for 
24 hours, 19 minutes and 7 seconds. 

Two American flyers, Messrs. Stinson and Betaud, on December 29, 1921, ex~ 
tended the duration record by flying over Mineola, L.I.,New York, for 26 hours, 
18 minutes and 35 seconds. 

On October 5, 1922, Lieuts. Oakley G. Kelly and John A. uasteaay; of the 
Army Air Corps, took off from Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., in an attemps 
to make a non-stop transcontinental flight to New York. Encounteririg fog in 
the mountains which they could-not penetrate, they returned to Rockwell Field 
and, instead of landing, circled that field until they had reeled off 35 hours: 
18 minutes and 30 seconds. 

These same two airmen, on April 17, 1923, at McCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
took off on another endurance flight. Their record eat Rockwell Field, althouss 
accurately recorded by stop watches, was not accomplished under the timing rua 
Stipulated by the Federation Aeronautique Internationale. It was therefore ri 
desired to have a second endurance flight test in the T-2 monoplane, with whie 
they subsequently made a’non-stop flight across the continent, recorded by 
legitimate timers duly appointed by the F.A.I., which would give the flight 
official recognition should a record be made. Lieuts. Kelly and Macready bet~ 
tered their Rockwell Field record, for they remained aloft over ves Ohio: 

36 hours, 4 minutes and 30 seconds. 
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Not to be denied, two French flyers, Messrs. Coupet and Drouhin, in France, 
established in 1924 6 new mark 6f 37 hours, 59 minutes and 10 seconds. Later 
that year, M. Drouhin with M. Landry, in France, remained aloft for 45 hours, 
11 minutes and 59 seconds. 

Three years later, in 1927, two American flyers, Messrs. Acosta and Chamber- 
lin, the latter famous for his trans-Atlantic flight to Germany, were the first 
to exceed the 50-hour duration mark. «In their flight at Mineola, L.I4,New York 
they pushed the record up to 51 hours, 11 minutes and 25 seconds. 

In the same year Ristic, and Fdzard, in Germany, flew for 52 hours, 22 
minutes and 31 seconds. 

The duration record went back to the United States in 1928, when Messrs. 
Haldeman and Stinson, at Jacksonville, Fla., established the mark of 53 hours, 
36 mimutes and 41 seconds, which record stood until refueli g flights became 
the vogue. 

The first refueling flight was made by Captain Lowell H. Smith and Lieut. 
Jonn Paul Richter at Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. Pioneers in establishing 
the practicability of refueling airplanes while in flight, on June 28-29,1923, 
they piloted a DeHaviland airplane, refueled in flight, for 37 hours, 15 min- 
utes, 14-4/5 seconds. 

Refueling flights became popular following the record established by Army 
Air Corps flyers in the airplane "Question Mark" over Rockwell Field, Coronado, 
Calif. Starting on the first day of the present year, they flew what was then 
an unheard of time of 150 hours, 40 mimutes and 15 seconds. 

Tvo American airmen, whom the Press termed "Texas Cowboys" went the Army 
endurance flyers almost 22 hours better, when they made air history at Fort 
Worth, Texas, These two Texans, Messrs. James Kelly and R.L. Robbins, flew 
their Ryan monoplanc,the "Fort Worth", for 172 hours,32 minutes and 1 second. 

Two ex-non-commissioned officers of the Army Air Corps, Messrs. Roy L. 
Mitchell and Byron K. Newcomb, wrested the laurels from the Texas Cowbsys by 
piloting their airplane over Cleveland, Ohio, for a duration record of 174 
hours, 59 seconds. 

The duration stock market made quite a jump when Loren Mendell and R.B. 
Reinhart took their turn in an attempt to break the duration record. These two 
airmen, whom the papers nicknamed the "two tough hombres", piloted a Buhl air 
sedan for 246 hours, 43 minutes, 2 seconds. 

New duration records were coming so thick and fast that no one dared to 
predict that the above mark would last for any appreciable time. And it is well 
that they did not, for Zackson and O'Brine had yet to be reckoned with. 

And so the duration record which now is entered on the books reads 420 
hours, 21 minutes and 30 seconds. We are maling no predictions, but readers 
of the News Letter may find amusement by perusing the following sketch by H.I. 
Phillips, which appeared in a recent issue of the Washington POST: 

"THE HOURS-IN-THE-AIR FLIEKS 

(The scene is a municipal center where two birdmen, Blooks and Schnozzel, 
are being honored after just having established a world's record for endurance. 
They have been up ten days.) 

Mayor (addressing the fliers)- Gentlemen, we are here today to celebrate 
an epochal event. You two daring heroes of the blue, by remaining ten days in 
the air, have accomplished something no other airmen have been able to achieve. 
You have set a world's record that will endure for all time, and I am indeed 
happy to present you this medal, which- 

- Mayor's Secretary (interrupting him and whispcring)-dust a moment, your 
honor. This, er, is a telegram which has just come in and it, er, somewhat al- 
ters matters. 

Mayor - What is it? 

Secretary ~- It seems that two other airmen, Schmaltz and Rosenwaller, have 
just come down in California after being in the air fifteen days and seventeen 
hours. 

Mayor (resuming) - Gentlemen, tidings have just been received which some- 
what change the complexion of this ceremony. Two birdmen have alighted in Cal- 
ifornia after setting a new record of more than fifteen days in the air. We 
hail this achievement, but nevertheless we may justly proceed with this cere- 
mony and honor you two boys as pioneers who were the first to remain ten days 
in the air. Ten full days in the air continue a truly remarkable and noteworth~ 


y performance and I am glad to present this medal to you as two of the world's 
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Committee Member ~ (Tugging at the Mayor's elbow) - You'd better wait a 
minute. 

Mayor - What now? 

Committee Member- We've just heard over the radio that Mooney and Puddi- 
combesca.pair of Detroit airmen, have come down in Ohio after remaining in the 
air two full weeks and three days. | 

Mayor - Gentlemen, I am informed that Mooney and Puddicombe have come down 
in Ohio after remaining aloft nearly two and a half weeks. Such a feat is de- 
serving of the greatest praise. Nevertheless the record set by you two boys 
was a noteworthy one at the time and I take great ploasure in presenting this 
medal to you for having been among the earliest fliers to attempt *** 

Policeman (nudging the Mayor) - Just a second, boss. 

Mayor - Now what's happencd? 

Policeman - The newspaper boys have just sent word that Broaches and 
‘Czologowski have come down in Missouri after hawihg remained in the air threo 
weeks, two days and seventcen hours. 

Mayor (woarily) - Gextlomon, two more fliers have alighted and set a now 
world's record for hour-in-the-air flights. Accept this medal with my best 
wishes. 

The Two Flicrs(now quite disgusted) - Why? 

Mayor ~ As a couple of old-timo airmen who in the early days of American 
aviation did their best. 

$ekst ~--000--- 


AIR CORPS PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL AIR RACES 


Almost fifty Army planes will take part in the National Air Races to be 
held at Cleveland, Ohio, from August 24th to Septembor 2nd. A total of 45 of 
these planes will participate in tactical exhibition flights during the Races, 
comprising 18 Attack plenes from the 3d Attack Group stationed at Fort Crockett, 
Galveston, Texas; 18 Pursuit planes from the First Pursuit Group, Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., and 9 Bombardment planes from the 2nd Bombardment 
Group, Langley Field, Va.. The Bombardment planes are the same ones which 
started from Langley Field, Va., on the morning of August 5th for a tactical 
formation flight to the Pacific Coast and return. 

Pilots from the First Pursuit Group wi%! participate in the annual John 
L. Mitchell Trophy Race, which event is limited to members of this organization. 
The Attack pilots will compete for the General Mason M. Patrick Trophy, also an 
annual event, which is limited to members of the Third Attack Group. 

~-~000--= 


LIEUT. UPSTON PERFORMS ERRAND OF MERCY 


An errand of mercy recently performed by an Army Air Corps pilot was the 
means of averting prolonged suffering on the part of an Army officer who sus- 
tained a broken arm as a result of being thrown from his horse. Captain Her- 
bert C. Holdridge, Cavalry, an instructor at o training camp at Stroudsburg, 

_Penna., was the patient who made the trip in the aerial ambulance. His right 
arm was broken at the shoulder, and he suffered such excruciating pain that a 
message was dispatched to the Chief of Cavalry in Washington to arrange for 
the immediate transportation of this officer to Walter Reed General Hospital. 

Communicating this message to the Chief of the Air Corps, an airplane was 
promptly dispatched to Easton, Pa., piloted by Lieut. J.E. Upston. There be~ 
ing no suitable landing field at Stroudsburg, Capt. Holdridge was brought by 
automobile to Easton. 

Piloting an 02~J Observation plane, Lieut. Upston made the trip back to 
Washington with his patient in an hour and 25 minutes. The airline distance 
between Washington and Easton is approximately 200 miles, and by train the 
journey Would have required nine hours and, in addition, a stop over en route 
to make train connections. ; 

Promptly upon the arrival of the 02-J plane at Bolling Field, a waiting 
ambulance was ready to take the patient to the hospital. 
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ARMY AIRSHIP LANDS IN THE CAPITOL GROUNDS 


Regarding the flight of the Army Airship C-41, piloted by Captain William 
J. Flood, Air Corps, from Langley Field, Hampton, Va., to Washington, and his 
feat of landing it directly east of the Capitol on July 26th last, the OHIO 
STATE JOURNAL makes the following editorial comment: 

"Senator Bingham, of Connecticut, has the unique distinction of being the 
first member of Congress to arrive on official business in an Army blimp at the 
very door of the capitol. The Sonator had gone. in an Army plane from Washington 
to Langley Field, Va., to inspect the big balloon hangar there. The next morn- 
ing he was summoned back to the capital by telegraph to attend a mecting of the 
Senate finance committee, of which ho is a member. The airplano hangars were 
two miles away, but the blimp was ready at hand and the senator acccpted tho 
Suggestion to make the 140-mile trip in it. 

Two landing crews of 20 men were hurriedly summoned to the canitol and to 
the astonishment of Washington the blimp made a landing at the very entrance 
to the building. Senator Bingham climbed out and within a few mimites was on- 
gaged in the committee meeting, ter observing, 'That's the way all congress- 
men will arrive in the future.' Picking up two passengers, tho blimp moanwhile 
Set off on the rcturn trip to her home hangar as though it were an every-day 
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occurrence. * * * " 

Besides Senator Bingham and Captain Flood, the other occupants of the air. 
ship on its trip to Washington were Lieut. B.T. Starkey, alternate pilot; Major 
Ira Longanecker; Mr. Wilkinson, a civilian cameraman, and a crew of three en- 
listed men. The duration of the flight: was three hours. Upon arriving in th 
vicinity of the capitol, Captain Flood steered the airship dowm over the trees, 
and with the aid of the ground crew of 20 men from Bolling Field, landed witi 
cut difficulty. 

After Senator Bingham took leave of the airship, Mr. C.W. Russell, a New 
York cartoonist, was taken on as passenger, and the return flight to Langley 
Field was made in two hours. 

~--000--- 


BOMBING PLANES IN LONG-DISTANCE FLIGHTS 


Nine LB-9 twin-motored bombers took off at 6:10 A.M.,August 5th from Lang- 
ley Field, Va., on a "rush" flight across the continent to Rockwell Field, Coro- 
nado, Calif. This flight, which is under the command of Major Hugh J. Knerr, 
Air Corps, is scheduled to make only two ~ en route for refueling - the 
first one at Scott Field, Belleville, I11., and the second one either at Ama- 
rillo, Texas, or Albuquerque, New Mexico. "The gasoline capacity of the Bombers 
on this trip is 600 gallons,each, sufficient for a continuous flight of betweer 
11 and 12 hours. 

The return flight of the Squadron from Rockwell Field will be made in 
easy stages, stops to be made at Oakland, Calif.; Salt Lake City, Utah; Chey- 
enne, Wyo.; Denver, Colo.; Kansas City, Mo.; Dayton, Ohio; and Cleveland,Ohio. 
At the last- named city the pilots will participate in exhibition flights durin, 
the National Air Races to be held there between August 24th and September 2nd, 
after which they will return to Langley Field. 

The purpose of this flight is to determine the practicability of the move. 
ment of aircraft formations over long distances by air, and to gauge the ap- 
proximate time this type of manouver will take. It is possible that night 
flying and refueling from the air will be practiced en route. 

The personnel participating in this round-trip transcontinental flight 
are enumerated below, as follows: 





























Plane No. 41 Plane No. 44 Plane No. 47 
Captain S.L. Palmer Lieut. H.W. Beaton Lieut. W.R. Wolfenbarger 
Lieut. L.F. Harman Lieut. M. Huggins Lieut. E.M.Day 
Mr.Sgt. Granger Staff Sgt. West Sergeant Cobb 
Staff Sgt. Meyers Private McDonald Private Boyert : 

Plane No. 45 Plane No. 48 Plane No. 42 
Lieut. George W. Hemmond Lieut. J.W. Adams Major Hugh J. Knerr 
Lieut. F.L. Fair Licut. W.R- Agee Lieut. F.B. Kendall 
Staff Sgt. Martin Mr .Sgt. Taylor Sergeant Wilson 
Private Delavin Private Cushing Staff Sgt. Miller 

Plane No. 49 Plane No. 43 Plane No. 46 
Lieut. E.J. Martin Capt. C.E. Rust Lieut. A.J.K. Malone 
Lieut. W.C. Bentley Lieut. M.M.Bernside Lieut. W. Higgins 
Sergeant Smith Staff Sgt. DeRossot Staff Sgt. McMinanen 
Private Tuzenslar Mr .Sgt. Budoff . Private Ruth 


On August lst, four LB-6 Bombers ("Cyclops") each powered with two Wright 
"Cyclone" engines, were flown from the factory at Bristcl, Penna., to Langley 
Field, Va., and on the morning of the following day to Bolling Field, D.C. 

On the afternoon of August 2nd this flight, under the command of Lieut. 
Ward F. Robinson, Air Corps, took off for Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, en route 
to France Field, Panama Canal Zone. This "ferrying" flight from the Keystone 
factory, where the planes were built, to the Panama Canal Zone, represents the 
first attempt in the history of the Air Corps to transport a formation of planes 
under their ow power from a factory in this country to one of the Nation's te-- 
ritorial possessions. 

From Wright Field tho Bombers will follow a new route south through the 
United States and Latin America, which will probably become a beaten military 
highway of the air between the United States and Panama. This route will carry 
the Bombers to their new station by way of Scott Field, Belleville, I1l.; Musk- 

ogee, Okla.; Dallas, San Antonio and Brownsville, Texas; Tampico and Minatitlan, 
oe Guatemala ‘iaiachd Guatemala; Puntarenas, Costa Rica, and David, Republic 
- of Panama. 
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The distance from Washington to. Brownsville, Texas, is 1,950 miles, and 
from this Toxas border city to France Field, 2,300 miles, making the total dis- 
tance about 4,250 miles. 

No attcmpt will be made to break any spoed records over the route, and the 
flight will require approximately 15 days. The trip will be a thorough cross- 
country test for pilots and plunes. The ferrying of the planes instead of crat- 
ing and shipping them is expected to result in a considerable saving of trans- 
portation costs to the Gowernment. It is ostimated that the cost of crating 
the LB-6 plane for shipment is from $2,600 to $2,800. Each plane requires three 
railroad flat cars for transportation to the port of embarkation. It is antici- 
pated that the total cost of the flight to France Ficld will be less than that 
of morely crating the plancs at the Factory. 

A total personnel of cight officers and four enlisted ron started on the 
Panama flight. Four of the officers, 2nd Lieuts. Donald W. Buckman, William T. 
Colman, Reginald F.C. Vance and William A. Matheny, members of the 2nd Bombard- 
ment Group, Langley Field, are co-pilots detailed for duty on this flight for 
the purpose of gaining the valuable experience in cross-country flying which it 
Will afford. The pilots and the four crew chiefs, members of the 25th Bombard~ 
ment Squadron, stationed at France Field, Panama, are Licuts. Ward F. Robinson 
(flictht commander), Ernest E. Harmon, John M. Davies and Dwight J. Canfiold, and 
Tech.Set. Arvin B. Jewoll, Cpl. J.F. Bull, Sgt. Milton H. Hawkins and Staff Set. 
William R. Wright. | 

Tre co-pilots will return to Langley Field aboard an Army transport. 

---000--- 


NAVY BETTERS ITS OWN ALTITUDE RECORD 


Although Lieut. C.C.Champion, of the U.S.Navy, lost the altitude record 
Which he established two years ago (37,995 feet), this particular record is 
still in the possession of the Navy, for Lieut. Apollo Soucek is the present 
holder thereof. This Naval officer, in an altitude flight on June 4th over 
the Naval Air Station, Anacostia, D.C., attained 11,753 metors (38,559 feet), 
and the Federation Aeronautique Internationale officially recognized se as a 
new world scaplane altitude record. 

---000--- 


ASSIGNMENT OF WEST POINT GRADUATES TO PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL 


In the last issue of the News Letter it was stated that the 101... West 
Point graduates, who were detailed to the Air Corps for flying training are due 
to report not later than November lst next at the Primary Flying School at 
Brooks Field, San Antonic, Texas. It now develops that under Special Orders of 
the War Department, recently issued, the number of graduates so detailed is in- 
creased to 106, of which number 58 will report to the Primary Flying School at 
Brooks Field'and the remaining 48 to the one at March Field, Riverside, Calif. 

The policy in the past of sending all West Point graduates, detailed to 
the Air Corps, to the Primary Flying School at Brooks Field has been changed in 
the interests of economy in the matter of transportation. In the present in- 
stance these graduates were, as far as possible, ordered to the Primary School 
nearest their hones. 

West Point Graduates Assigned to Brooks Field 
Eugene L. Moseley, Infantry 








Howard Moore,C.E. 

James L. Majors, C.E. 

Ward T. Abbott, C.E. 

Joseph J. Ladd, Infantry 

John G. Minniece, Jr., Cavalry 
David F. Brown, Field Artillery 
Thomas L. Bryan, Jr., Infantry 
Philip H. Draper, Jr.,F.A. 
Paul W. Shumate, Cavalry 
Harold G. Hayes, Signal Corps 
Charles B. McClelland, Jr.Cav. 
Edwin H.J. Carns, Cavalry 
Edwin G. Griffith,C.A.c. 

Bert C. Muse, Q.M.Corns 


Ezekiel W. Napier, Q.M. Corps 
Charles C.W. Allan, Cavalry 
William K. Ghormley, Q.M.Corps 
James M. Gavin, Infantry 
Samuel V. Stephenson,C.A.C. 
Lester S. Bork, Infantry 
Edward A. Dodson, C.A.C. 
Charles G. Calloway, C.A.C. 
John W. Stribling, Jr., Infantry 
Thomas 8. McDonald, C.A.C. 
Helm G. Wilde, Infantry 


“Daniel ©. Doubleday, C.A.C. 


Cnarles N. Huater, Infantry 
Logan Clarke, Infantry 
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Frederic H. Smith, Jr.,F.a. 
Luster A. Vickroy, F.A. 
Robert M. Losey, F.A. 
John J. O'Hara, Jr.,F.a. 
Milton A. acklen, Cavalry 
William L. Fagg, Infantry 
Dexter M. Lowry, Jr.,Infantry 
Calvin L. Partin, C.A.C. 
Donald M. Schorr, Cavalry 
Laurence N. Buck, Infantry 
Paul W. Caraway, Infantry 
Wayne J. Dunn, Cavalry 
William G. Bowyer, Signal Corps 
Clebert L. Hail, Infantry 

WEST POINT GRADUATES 





David X. angluin, Infantry. 
Charles G. Williamson 

John L. Hornor,Jdr. 

George P. Moody, Infantry 
Willian L. Nave, Infantry 
James J. Fitzgibbons, Infantry 
Norris §. Longaker, Jr.,Infantry 
Cornelius Z. Byrd, Infantry 
Robert F. Sadler, Infantry 
Normando A. Costello, Infantry 
John N. Stone, Infantry. 
Thomas R. Lynch, Infantry 
Thomas C. Dolan, Infantry 
Robert Van M. Smith,Infantry. 
ASSIGNED TO MARCH FIELD 





Don Z. Zimmermann, Corps Znginecrs 
Harold H. Bassett, C.E. 

Alvin G. Viney, C.E. 

Bruce D. Rindlaub, C.E. 

Frank E. Fries, C.E, 

Roger J. Browne, Cavalry 
Warren C McDermid, F.A. 
George R. Sutherland, Cavalry 
Charles Sommers, Signal Corps 
Joseph M. Colby, Cavalry 
Wayland H. Perr, C.A. 

John E. Theimer, F.A. 

John C. Horton, F.A. 

Marshall S. Roth, Q.M.Corps 
Rudolph Fink, C.A.C. 

Robert M. Kraft, F.A. 

Roy G. Cuno, Infantry 

Sidney A. Ofsthun, F.A. 
Donaid J. Keirn, F.A. 

Donald W. Armezost, Cavalry 
Dwight B. Schannep, F.A. 
Charles S.P.Vanderblue,F.A. 
Emery S. Wetzel, F.A. 

Carl H. Clark, F.A. 


Frank M. Steadman, F.A. 
Harland H. DeKayo, C.A. 
William E. Karnes, Cavalry 
John WZ. Hammond, Infantry 
Dale J. Kinnec, Infantry 
John D. Cone, Infantry 
George R. Evans, Infantry 
Melic J. Coutlee, Infantry 
Harlan C. Parkes, C.A. 

James J. Mathews, Infantry 
Marshall Stubbs, Infantry 
Jerald W. McCoy, Infantry 
Donald A. Stevning, Infantry 
Charles G.. Rau, Infantry 
Pearl H. Robey, Infantry 
Keene Watkins, Infantry 
Herbert J. Van der Heide, Infantry 
Phineas K. Morrill, Jr.,Infantry 
Philip W. Merrill, Infantry 
Henry L. Knight, Infantry. 
William R. Farient, Infantry 
George V. Millvit, Jr. 

Lionel T.R. Trotter,Infantry. 
Thomas J. DuBose, C.A. 


nonitil<mne 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: Captain Ralph 





H. Wooten, Fort Crockett, Texas, to 


Santiago,Chile, for duty as Military Attache. 
Captain Claire L. Chennault, Brooks Field, to Langley. Field, Va., for duty 


as student, Air Corps Tactical School. 
lst Lieut. George 0. Roberson from 
Field, Rantoul, Iil. 


Walter Reed General Hospital to Chanute 


lst Lieut. Bernard T. Castor to Air Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, 
Texas, upon exniration tour of duty in Hawaiian Departuent. 

Upon completion of tour of duty in Panama Canal Department, Captain Rudolp 
W. Propst to Chanute Field,I11.3; lst Lieut. Rufus B. Davidson to Air Corps 
Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas; lst Lieut. Hugh C. Downey to Mitchel 


Field, L.I. 


Upon completion of tour of duty in Hawaiian Department, 1st Lieut. George 
G. Cressey to Scott Field, I11l.; lst Lieut. Horace S. Kenyon, Jr., to March 


Field, Calif. 


1st Lieut. Patrick W. Timberlake, March Field, to Panama Canal Department, 
@ailing from San Francisco about November 27, 1929. 

Captain Harold H. George, Kelly Field, and 2nd Lieut. Donald W. Buckman, 
Langley Field, to Panama Canal ‘Department, sailing from New York about Nov. 22, 


1929 . 


2nd Lieut. Budd J. Peaslee, Mitchel Field, and Hoyt L. Prindle, Selfridse 
Field, to Hawaiian Department, sailing from New York about December 11, 1929. 
V-5927,A. C. 
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1st Lieut. David R. Stinson, Panama Canal Department, to Middletown, Pa. 
Air Depot. 
lst Lieut. Sanmel 0. Carter, Langley Field, to Chanute Field, Rantoul,I1l. 
Promotions: James E. Fechet (Major-General, Chief of the Air Corps) from 
Lieut .-Colonel to Colonel, rank from July 17, 1929. 
2nd Lieut. Robert R. Selway, Jr., to ist Lieut. rank from July 12,1929. 
end Lieut. John G. Moore to lst Lieut., renk from July 16, 1929. 
“Resignation: Captain Theoso Elwin Tillinghast. 
Reserve Officers to Extended Active Duty: 2nd Lieut. Allen Cheagman, 
Oakland, Calif., to Crissy Field, Calif., July 21, 1929 to June 350, 1930. 
2na Lieut. Cedric Burwell’ Davis to Rockwell Field, Calif., August 1, 1929, 
to June 30, 1930. 
ro - 2nd Lieut. Wm. Claude Thomas, Atlantic City, N.J., to Mitchel Field, N.Y., 
August 1, 1929, to June 30, 1930. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
pandianaion 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, July 17th. 





. Brig.General Frank P. Lahm, the Commanding General of the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center, was granted a 60-day leave of absence, effective July 15th. The 
General will spend his vacation in Canada. Maj. James. B.Chaney, Commandant of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, will command the Air Corps Training Center 
during the absence of General Lahm. This is in addition to his other duties, 

Lieut. John M. Clark reached the finals in the San Antonio City Golf Chan- 
pionship Tournament on July leth. He came through two local favorbtes with 
scores of 6 and 5 and 2 and 1 to reach the finals against the general favorite, 
Menefee. Tod Memefee has been either champion or runner-up in local golf 
circles for several years. 

The 36-hole finals were held on July 13th on the San Antonio Country Club 
links and were played during intermittent showers on a heavy course. Menefee 
proved to be the best mud horse and came through with a 5 and 4. Clark's put- 
ter, which had been working sensationally during three previous matches, fail- 
ed him in the finals. 

Capt. Warner B. Gates, a recent arrival at Kelly Field, who assumed com- 
mand of the 48th School Squadron, was stationed with the 16th Observation Squas- 
ron at Fort Riley, Kansas, prior to his present assignment. 

lst Lieut. Ivan L. Proctor, A.C., reported from Chanute Field, Ill. He 
was assigned to duty as Commanding Officer of the 40th School Squadron. 

lst Lieut. Lloyd H. Hunting, A.C., departed July 2d on a 60-day leave of 
absence, upon expiration of which he will report to the Commanding Officer, 
France Field, Panama Canal Zone. He sails from New York on or about September 
19th. Kelly Field regrets his departure. 

lst Lieut. Edwin Suilivan was granted a 4-months!' leave of absence, ef- 
fective on July llth. 

lst Lieut. Aubrey B. Ballard departed from this station on July 7th, hav- 
ing been granted 3 months' leave of absence. On expiration of his leave, he 
will report at Chanute Field as a student in the Maintenance Engineering Course 

end Lieut. Turner A. Sims, Jr., who received orders detailing him to duty 
at West Point, hopes to take advantage of a 22-day leave atout the 2d of August 

2nd Lieut. Demas T. Craw was relieved by 2nd Liout. H.R. Bamter as Assist- 
ant Commandant of Cadets, on July llth. 

lst Lieut. Rogers Giles Miller, D.C., recently accepted an appointment as 
Lieutenant in the Dental Corps. He will report at this station upon the ex~ 
piration of a 30-day leave. 

lst Licnt. Arthur Thomas, the Secretary, returned from a most enjoyable 
30-day leave, part of which was spent in Mexico. The reporter for the San 
Antonio News iost his job endeavoring to record Lieut. Thomas! "fish stories". 

Capt. Ray H. Green, Q.M.C., arrived here July 14th, and was assigned to 
the Quartermaster Detachment as Assistant to the Post Quartermastor. 

lst Liout. Delmar H. Dunton,A.C., Engineering Officer of the A.C.A.F.S., 
departed from this station on July 15th on 2-months! leave of absence. 

end Licuts. Frank H. Robinson and Frank G. Irvin reported at this station 
and were deteiled on special duty with the Training Division as Flying Instruc- 
tors with the Pursuit Section. 


San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, July 23d. 





The San Antonio Air Depot regrets the operation of the foreign service 
law in the case of Lieut.-Col. James A. Mars, Air Corps, its former Commanding 
Officer, who was transferred to the Panama Canal Department after two years! 
command here. Col. Mars relinquished command of the Depot and departed for 
Panama on July 8th, with Mrs. Mars and son, James A. Jr., followed by warmest 
wishes of their many friends here for happiness and success at their new 
station. 

On July 12th the Depot welcomed the arrival of Maj. and Mrs. A.W.Robins 
and family, who came from Langley Field, Va. Maj. Robins, our new Commanding 
Officer, was assigned to this Depot by transfer from the Air Corps Tactical , 
School at Langley Field on June 30th, and enjoyed a.a@twrt leave of a’sence be~: 
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fore assuming command. Maj. and Mrs. Robits are no strangers in this vicinity 
and are busy renewing many old acquaintances here. —~ 

lst Lieut. Lewis §. Webster, Air Corps, is another new memter of thé Depots 
official circle, naving arrived, with Mrs. Webster and family, on June 30th, 
on his trensfer to this Depot from Langley Field, after a short leave of absence. 

The Depot lost two other officers during the month of July, lst. Lieuts. 
Robert V. Ignico and Norman D. Brophy, Air Corps, both transferred to Langley 
Field, Va., for duty. Lieut. Ignico and family departed on July 2d for a three 
months! leave of absence in Virginia before joining his new station. Lieut. 
Brophy was transferfed on July 8th, and he and Mrs. Brophy are enjoying a two 
months! vacation in Minnesota. The many friends of these officers in this 
vicinity sincerely regret losing them, wish thom every good fortune in this new 
location and hope for their future return. 

On June 7th the Kiwanis Club of San Antonio held its weekly luncheon as 
guests of the Officers' Club at this Depot. Approximately 100 of the total 
membership of 150 Kiwanians attended; and after the luncheon the guests wore 
conducted on a tour of inspection of the various activities of the Depot, in 
groups of ton to fifteen, each group under the personal guidance of an officer. 
The occasion proved mutually enjoyable and beneficial, cementing more closely 
the relations between this Depot and representative citizens of San Antonio. 
Many of the visitors expressed surprise at the extent of the Depot's activities 
and pleasure in obtaining a fuller realization of the Depot's importance © in 
connection with the interests of San Antonio. 

Lieut. and Mrs. A.S. Albro, of this Depot, returned on June 3d from a 
month's leave of absence, having enjoyed a tour through Arizona, New Mexico 
and the Texas Border. 

Lieut. Charles E. Thomas,Jr., our. Depot Supply Officer, and Messrs. Charles 
0. Watson and Claude D. Whitton of the Supply Department of this Depot, wore on 
temporary duty at Wright Field, Ohio, the latter balf of June, studying the 
operation of the new machine bookkeeping system at that station, which system 
is to be jnstalled in the Depot Supply Department here. 

Maj. Frank D. Lackland, Air Corps, recently of Langley Field, and former- 
ly Commanding Officer of this Denot, has been renewing old acquaintances on an 
informal visit to this vicinity during the past week. 

Capt. William F. LeBaron, of the Air Corps Reserve, and business man of 
San Antonio, was on active duty training at this Depot July lst to 14th. This 
was Capt. Le Baron's second period of active duty at the Depot, he having been 
with us last summer on active duty. 

. Warrant Officer Arthur R. Trabold of this Depot is spite himself of a 
leave of absence for a mojith and a half, since July 17th, visiting in the North, 

During the months of May and June, 1929; the Engineering Department of the 
San Antonio Air Depot overhauled ond repaired the following airplanes and en-~ 
gines: In May:= Airplanes, overhaul: 1 A-3, 1 DH-4M-1, 1 DH-4M-1T, 10 DH-4M-eT, 
1 01-B, 1 02, 1 02-C, 32 PT-1,  PT-3A, 1 C-1, Total, 21: Airplanes, miscellan- 
eous repair:- 1 NBS-4, 5 02-H, 1 02-J, 1 02-44, 1 O-11, 1 P-1D, 1 PT-1, 1 C-1-C, 
Total, 12. Engines, major overhaul:- 9 Curtiss D-12, 4 Wright E, 5 Wright J-5, 
total, 18: Enginos, Minor overhaul:- 44 Liberty, 2 Wright B, total, 46. 

- In Junes~ airplanes, overhaul: 4 A~3, 1 LB-5, 1 DH-4M-1, 13 DH-4M-e2T, 1 


O02-A, 1 P-1B, 1 P-1D, 5 PT-1, 1 X-PT-2, 3 PT-3, 3-PT-3A, total 34: airplanes, 


miscellaneous repair:- 2 A-3, 1 LB-5, 1 0-11, 2 02-C, 4 02-H, 1 02-K, 1 02-M4, 
7 PT-1, 1 PT-3, 1 C-1, 1 C-1-C, total, 22. Engines, major overhaul:- 6 Cur- 
tiss D-12, 1 Wright E, 4 Wright J-5, total, 11: engines, minor overhaul:= 66 
Liberty, 1 Wright E, 1 Wright: J-5, total, 68. 


Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif., July 15th. 





Maj. A.L. Sneed, Commanding Officer of Rockwell Field, left this station 
on July 11th to attend a special conference in the Chief's Office. The Major 
is flying a PW-9 plane. 

Maj. Carl Spatz led a formation of six P-12 and three LB~7 planes to Los 
Angeles on July 10th, landing at Motropolitan Airport. On the return trip the 
group put on some formation work above Grand Central Airport, Glendale, Calif., 
where an immense crowd of visiting "Elks" were gathered for the air "show", 

Capt. E.C.Black, Commanding Officer of the llth Bombardment Squadron, was 
injured in an accident while he was on Detached Service at Dayton,Ohio, attond-~ 
ing a serios of conferences on Bomberdment type airplanes. 
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Lieut. Roger V. Williams of the 95th Pursuit Squadron just returned from 
an extended cross-country, which included a visit to his home in Spokane,Wash. 

Lieut. Samuel W. Cheyney, now on leave from this station, was married in 
San Antonio on July llth. The bride, popular in San Antonio society, was Miss 
Harmony Biddle, daughter of Col. and Mrs. D.H. Biddle of M. Sam Houston. 

Officers of the 95th Pursuit Squadron have been practicing formation work 
and individual acrobatics during the past two wecks. Most of the officers have 
also attempted to solve the problem of how to approach a tow-target, under the 
new rulings. 

Lieut. William R. Casey, who just reported to Rockwell Field from Kelly 
Field, was married to Miss Muriel Anderson on July 8th in Los Angeles, Calif. 

Officers of the llth Bombardment Squadron have been practicing formation 
work and practice and simulated bombing. They have had night flying two nights 
each week. 


Marshall Ficld, Fort Riley, Kansas, July 17th. 





This month marked a decided change in personnel at this station. Our 
Squadron Commander, Capt. Warner B. Gates, was transferred to the Air Corps 
Training Center. Capt. Gates performed the duties of Squadron Commander and 
Operations Officer for a number of years here with enthusiasm and efficiency. 
His transfer is regretted by both his fellow officers and the enlisted men who 
served under him. 

Lieut. Herbort E. Rice, and Lieut. Bornard:-C. Rose, were both transferred 
to the Air Corps Training Center to act as instructors at the Primary Flying 
School. Lieut. Rice, an excellent pilot and observer, secured his commission 
at this Post, having served here for three ycars. He graduated sai the Ad- 
vanced Flying School in the Class of March, 1929. 

Capt. Ross F. Cole, comes from the Air Corps Tactical School on July 15th 
probably to take command of the Squadron. 

Lieut. Samuel W. Van Meter will arrive after a month's leave from Chanute 
Field. Lieut. Taylor, graduated from the last student officers class at Kelly, 
reports here after leave. 

Four graduates of tho June class of Flying Cadets reported on July lst, 
as Reserve Officers on a year's active duty, viz.:- 

Eugene Harold Beebe, Moscow, Idaho. 
Merlin Ingels Carter, Des Moines, Iowa. 
William Basil Offutt, Fulton, Mo. 

Dick Royal Petty, Aududon, Iowa. 

These officers should add a fresh burst of versatility to the Squadron. 

Lieut. David R. Johnson, reported on July 3rd from Minneapolis, Minn., 
for one year's active duty. 





28th Bombardmont Squadron, Camp Nichols, Manila,P.I.,June 11,1929. 


The 28th celebratod Organization day on June 8th with a picnic to Mont- 
alban, which was enjoyed by all with the oid of our old friend, Sr.San Miguel. 
The picnic was also in the nature of a farewell party to our short-timers. We 
lose quite a few men on the June 15th Transport, notable among whom are Tech. 
Sgts. Hartley and Short, Staff Sgts. Burt, Hunsberger, Jones and Johnston, : 
Sgts. Shaw and Budzenski. We hate to see them go and wish them all the best 
of luck in their new outfits. We also lose Lt. J.A. Woodruff, our Engineering 
Officer, and Lt. P.B. Burrows. Lt. Woodruff is replaced as Engineering Officer 
by Lt. Phillips. 7 

Lt. Reeves, in addition to his other duties, was detailed as Assistant 
to the Department Air Officer. 

Lt. Grisham, our Operations Officer, returned on the lst from a tour of 
D.S. in Baguio. Lt. Wells, his Assistant, immediately took off for a dose of 
the same medicine for a period of thirty days. 

The bombing season is now over and we are now on our next phase of train- 
ing, consisting of formation flying, and once weekly a bombing mission.. Our 
L.B.'s have had o11 the reinforcements and changes made and are all in commis- ' 
Sion. We also have a number of Martins in commission. 

We have very few extended cross-countries due to the limited mumber of 
landing fields. The last one was a flight of two L.B.'s to Mindoro with the 
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following .personnel: Capt. Purseley,.as. pilot; Sgt., Duffy, Crew Chief; Lt. 
Holbrooy(Inf . ) and Chaplain Garrison as Passengers of one plane and Lt. Wells, 
as pilot> Sgt. Burt, Crew Chief; Ensign Hol brook (U.S.N.) and Cpl. Swager, 
passengeis. ' . 





March Field, Riverside, Calif, July 25, 1929. 


“The ‘iaaiatut Commantent , Major Leo. re ‘Patios, has — on a month's 


leave of absence. .. 


The following named officers. are “now occupying the new arene: on the 


Post:. ered Se aks 

Maj. M.F. Harm, A.C. as ze Lieut. RL. Owens, A.C. 
Maj. Leo A. Walton,A.Cc. Lieut. H. Sallee, Q.M.C. 
Maj. L.N. Keesling, A.C. Lieut. W.B. Clarke, A.C. 
Capt. I.H. Edwards, A.C. Lieut. C.E. O'Connor,A.C. 
Capt. J.H. Davidson, A.C... > Lieut. H.C. Minter, A.C. 

Capt. Byron J. Peters, M.C..-. . Lieut. Cumberpatch, A.C. . 

' Capt. J.B. Patrick, A.C. Lieut. Kenneth Garrett, A.C. 
Liout. R.C.W. Blossley, A.C. 7 Lieut. James M. Bevans, A.C. . 
Lieut. Walter Miller,A.C. ; Lieut. H.W. Ferguson,A.C. 
Lieut. Leo F. Post, A.C. Lieut. D.W. Norwood, A.C. 
Lieut. J.G. Williams, A.C. Lieut. Leo H. Dawson,A.C. 
Lieut. Y.A. Pitts, A.C. Lieut. Patrick Timberlake,iA.C. 

Lieut. Homer Chandler,A.Cc. Lieut. Wilfred Hardy,A.C. 
Lieut. J.D, Givens, A.C. Lieut. W.C. White, A.C. 
Lieut. Barucy McK. Giles, A.C. Lieut. John H. Dulligan,A.C. . 
Lieut. G.E. Rice, A.C., Lieut. R.E. Fishor, A.C.- 
Lieut. L. Weddington, A.C. Lieut. E.T. Noyes, A.C. 
Lieut. M.H. McKinnon, A.C. Lieut. E.W. Barnes, A.C. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, July lst. 





Owing to the entire 3rd Attack Group having participated in the Air Corps 
Maneuvers at Wright Field, and the completion of the training season, there was 
no scheduled tvaining during Junc. Personnel were engaged in putting the equip- 
ment in condition and the inspection of airplanes which are sent to the depot 
for major overnaul. 

Four extended cross-country flights outside of the 500-mile limit were 
flown, and 18 training cross-country flights within the 500-mile limit. 

Nine Reserve Officers were assigned and joined the Group June 28th. . 

Eleven officers, 7 enlisted mer, in nine A-3's participated in the dedi- 
cation of the Municipal Airport, June l2th to 14th. 

The ground training for the month for both commissioned and enlisted per- 
sonnel consisted of 30 minutes infantry drill on five days each week. 

The commissioned personnel completed the mess management course during 
the first 25 days of the month. © 

The Post tennis court was completed and is in constant use each afternoon. 
The representative tennis team participated in the Corps Area elimination 
contest at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. The Post Baseball League started, and two 
games are pl-red on two days each week. 


Mitchel Field, Lone Island, New York, July 19th. 





During the month of June, Mitchel Field carried on daily radio communi- 
cation exercises with the Navy, Joint Army and Navy telegraph procedure being 
used. The lst and 5th Squadrons each furnished radio-equipped planes with 
pilot and observer, and at the end of each mission complete radio logs of the 
messages sent and received were turned into the Post Operations Officer. 

Lieuts. Birmn, Umstead and Dice, with three mechanics, flew to Albany,N.Y. 
to attend the Aeronautical Exposition, June lst and 2nd. 

Licuts. Dice, Dorr and Shephard, in three planes of the 5th Squadron, at- 
tended the air meet at Endicott, N.Y., June 8th and 9th. Capt. Walter Bender 
and Major G. DeF. Larner, Air Reserve, were passengers on this flight. 

On the night of June 10th,tests were made of Mark I Reconnaissance Flares, 
The 5th Squadron furnished two planes for these tests. Four flights were made, 
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cach time by a differont pilot, who afterwards submittdd a aes cd ‘savertag the 
performance of these flares to the Operations Officer. 5 

On the occasion of the: conferring of the degree of Doctot’ at aeretemntaah 
Science by the Pennsylvania Military College on General Fechet and Admiral. 
Moffet, a formation of six plancs of the lst Observation Squadron flew over tho 

exercises. Licut. James H. Doolittle accompanicd this flight. 
All but the 5th Observation Squadron participated in the Military Tourna- 
ment and Garden Party held at Governors Island on June 14th and 15th. Nine 
planes flying in three formations of three planes each formed the Group Echelon. 
Attacks were made on the French village erected on the Island. During tho 
night demonstrations, three planes, each outlined with electric lights, were 
flown over the Island by Lieuts. Unstead, Overacker and Mower. 

Lieuts. Akre and Mower, with two service type planes equipped for Suite 
targets and night flying, wore at Langley Field since June 15th, sl thie 
with the Coast Artillery of the 3rd Corps Area. 

A detachment of six officers and 72 enlisted men of the 5th Observation 
Squadron, commanded by Lisut. B.E. Gates, returned to Mitchel Field June 29th, 
after having beon on mancuvers with the lst Division since June 15th at Camp 
Dis, N.J. Six observation planes, one equipped for photographic work, were 
used in these maneuvers. The air work consisted principally of reconnaissance, 
photographic and practice with machine guns. Lieut. N.J. Peaslee commanded the 
truck train, which consisted of nine vehicles and three trailers.: 

Lieut. E.P. Gaines, with an enlisted radio man as passenger, while on a 
night flight for the purpose of testing the Radio Beacon installed at Mitchel 
Field, flew into a storm en route to Washington and was forced to land at 
Philadelphia. 

The “Miss Boomerang", a special Curtiss P-1, powered with a 600 H.P. 
V-1570 motor, was delivered to Capt. Ross G. Hoyt on June 30th. 

The Air Meet at Norwich, N.Y. was attended by Liecuts. Evans, Umstead and 
Prentiss of Mitchel Field, itho flew to that city June 2lst in three service 
type planes. From Norwich the vilots flew to Wilkesbarre, Pa., where they 
participated in the Wyoming Valley’ Airport. 

‘ Four Observation planes from the lst Squadron and one from the Group Head- 
Quarters, mado up the 5-plane formation which participated in the dedication 
of the new landing field of the Aviation Country Clubs, Inc., near Farminglale, 
June 29th. 

A joint Army-Red Cross problem was carried out June 29th at Somerville, 
N.J., Lieut. A.S. Heffley piloted a radio-equipped Observation plane with an 
enlisted radio operator as passenger. The problem was in charge of Major E.W. 
Macy, Commander, E.M. McKey Post No. 925, Red Cross, 
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